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Partnership offers 
pro bono opportunities 
for corporate lawyers

By DOUGLAS S. MALAN

hen a tax lien threatened a nonprofit West Indian
dance troupe for children in Hartford, Conn., the
group sought attorney Priya Morganstern’s assistance.

Morganstern determined that the lien was wrong-
fully placed by the city of Hartford on personal prop-

erty, including costumes, used by the group. She and a veter-
an tax attorney successfully worked to obtain a tax abatement
that kept the troupe from paying several thousand dollars.

“Had the organization had to pay it,” Morganstern said,
“they would’ve gone under.”

And the fee that Morganstern and Deloitte & Touche
attorney James Cohen charged for their time? Nothing.

Their legal work was part of the Pro Bono Partnership
(PBP), itself a nonprofit that uses corporate attorneys to pro-
vide free legal services and educational workshops to com-
munity-based organizations.

Earlier this year, the partnership expanded to Hartford and
nearby communities by hooking up with the existing
Nonprofit Pro Bono Initiative. The PBP helped found the
Nonprofit Pro Bono Initiative in 2003, but the latter group
had operated as part of another legal aid group on the cam-
pus of the University of Connecticut School of Law.

In-house counsel in Massachusetts soon will have expand-
ed pro bono opportunities, as well.The Northeast Chapter of
the Association of Corporate Counsel, whose membership
includes Massachusetts, Rhode Island and all of Northern
New England, plans to unveil a large initiative aimed at its 900
members. Chapter officials declined to divulge details until a

formal announcement is made.
Currently, chapter members in Massachusetts can partici-

pate in a pro bono program in district courts in which they
provide mediation services in small claims matters.That pro-
gram has existed for about 10 years and includes approxi-
mately 60 chapter members that are certified by the courts.

‘Muscular Organization’
For Priya Morganstern, who also ran the Nonprofit Pro

Bono Initiative in Hartford, the shift to a new parent organi-
zation means an immediate injection of resources from the
Pro Bono Partnership, which celebrated its 10th anniversary
this year.The partnership was started by members of the in-
house bar in Westchester and Fairfield counties and then
expanded to New Jersey and now Hartford.

“It’s fabulous,” Morganstern said. “The program is now
part of a more muscular organization.The likelihood that the
program will be around five, 10 or 15 years from now is
greater than it was before.”

Morganstern, who is director of PBP’s Hartford pro-
gram and its lone lawyer, now works out of office space

Priya Morganstern (left), director of Pro Bono Partnership’s
new Hartford program, helped the West Indian Cultural
Dance Troupe and its director, Valencia Coleman, solve a
tax lien problem. She plans to reach out to other corporate
counsel in Connecticut to educate them about pro bono
opportunities that do not involve litigation. 
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